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668 MICHIGAN LAW REVIEW 

Husband and Wife — Application of Doctrine of Tenancy by Entire- 
ties to Personalty. — Testator's will provided for a certain legacy of $1500. 
There was no money with which to pay this legacy. At the time of the dece- 
dent's death there were several bank deposits in the joint names of testator 
and wife. Application was made to have these deposits applied to the pay- 
ment of the legacy. Held, that when a deposit is made in the joint names of 
husband and wife, they hold it by the entireties and upon the death of her 
husband the wife takes the whole fund. In re Klenke's Estate (1905), — Pa. 
— , 60 Atl. Rep. 166. 

In jurisdictions where tenancy by entireties is still recognized the author- 
ities are in conflict as to whether this tenancy can exist as to personal 
property. Strictly speaking personal property could not be held by the 
entireties at common law because on marriage the wife's chattels passed to 
the husband and he acquired her choses in action and chattels real whenever 
he reduced them to possession. Cooley's Blackstone, (4th ed.) Vol. I, p. 
433- Where, however, choses in action were due to the husband and wife 
jointly and the husband did not reduce them to possession during coverture, 
the rule was well established at common law that they would go to the 
survivor. Abshire v. State, 53 Ind. 64; Allen v. Tate, 58 Miss. 585; Fiedler v. 
Howard, 99 Wis. 388. By some authorities this rule was based on the 
doctrine of tenancy by entireties, although the power of the husband to 
reduce the chose in action to possession was recognized. Ward v. Ward, 
14 Ch. Div. 506; Atcheson v. Atcheson, 11 Beav. 485. In several states it 
has been held that the doctrine of tenancy by entireties has no application to 
personal property. Matter of Albrecht, 136 N. Y. 91 ; Wait v. Bover, 35 
Mich. 425. But see contra Brewer v. Bowerson, 92 Md. 567; Johnston v. 
Johnston, 173 Mo. 93. 

Husband and Wife — Indebtedness to Wife — Notes — Presumption of 
Payment. — Plaintiff's husband in his life time executed a note in her favor 
for $200, dated May 1, 1880, payable in 10 days. There was evidence that 
the husband had acknowledged the debt on several occasions, the last time 
being a few months prior to his death in October, 1903. All these admissions 
were to the effect that if he outlived the plaintiff he would pay the amount 
to her sister. The husband's administrators relied on the defense that, as 
more than twenty years had elapsed since the making of the note without 
acknowledgment by payment on account of principal or interest, a con- 
clusive presumption of payment arose notwithstanding the parties were hus- 
band and wife, between whom the statutory bar would not be effective. 
Held, that the relationship of husband and wife coupled with the acknowledg- 
ment of the husband rebutted the presumption of payment. Ayres v. Ayres 
(1905), — N. J. — , 60 Atl. Rep. 422. 

A presumption of payment arises at common law after the lapse of twenty 
years from the maturity of the indebtedness which is controlling in the 
absence of evidence to rebut it. Hillary v. Waller, 12 Ves. Jr. 239; Hughes 
v. Edwards, 9 Wheat. 489; Locke v. Caldwell, 91 111. 417. This presumption 
is only of fact and may be rebutted by evidence or circumstances showing 
non-payment. Sheldon v. Heat on, 88 Hun (N. Y.) 535; Parker v. Parker, 



